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Focus on the Holy Land

by Dale J. J. Leppard, Count of Gojjam

One of the primary missions of the Royal
Confraternity of Saint Theotonius is to
support the people and structures of the Holy
Land.

The international body of the Royal
Confraternity has been supporting the
Monastery of Saint Catherine of Alexandria in
Bethlehem for many years in partnership with
the Franciscans. This program is funded
principally through the Bethlehem Medal.
Members of the Royal Confraternity who
contribute a minimum of 200 euros to the
account of the Monastery in the Holy Land
earn a beautiful commemorative medal to
remember their act of kindness and
generosity. We donated 700 euros this year.

Many of our members have also made
other forms of donations to projects in the
Holy Land in the name of RCST or as an
individual member.

Leading up to the investiture service in
Carlisle, Pennsylvania this year we held a
campaign to encourage the members of the
General Priory of the USA to participate in the
Bethlehem Medal program. After the event
we will plan a visit to the Holy Land to deliver
the contributions and review and assess our
efforts thus far.

We will also be making a contribution to the
refugee project of the Latin Patriarchate of
Jerusalem through the General Priory of the
USA. This year the majority of the proceeds of
our fund raising event are dedicated to the
Latin Patriarchate although we did make
several additional donations to causes of
Ethiopia and Tibet.

I would also encourage all of our members
to remember our brethren in the Holy Land in
their prayers. The courage required to remain
as a Christian in the Holy Land today is truly
remarkable and extraordinary.
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Blessing of the Latin Patriarch

In response to a request from the General Prior of the
USA, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem graciously sent
the photograph above and gave his blessing upon
the Royal Confraternity of Saint Theotonius. At right
above is the Arms of the Latin Patriarchate of
Jerusalem.
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Royal House of Georgia

The Heads of the Royal House of Georgia, claimed
descendants of the House of David, have been the
Royal Patrons of the Confraternity for two
generations.
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To the Ends of the
Earth

The Royal Confraternity of Saint Theotonius
has a presence in 47 countries around the
world and is expanding. As of this date the
Confraternity is represented in Portugal,
France, Georgia, Netherlands, Belgium, USA,
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Luxemburg, Poland, Greece, Malta, Japan,
South Korea, Australia, Cook Islands, Ukraine,
Israel, Scotland, Ireland, Slovakia, Latvia,
Spain, United Kingdom, Germany, Austria,
Slovenia, Switzerland, Italy, India, Denmark,
Canada, Brazil, China, Taiwan, New Zealand,
Sweden, Uruguay, Venezuela, Malaysia,
Hungary, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Morocco, Lebanon, Ethiopia, Indonesia,
Uganda, Estonia, Palestine and Vatican City.

SPACE SHUTTLE AND BEYOND

Members of the Royal Confraternity of Saint
Theotonius have carried its banner on
Antarctic Expeditions, Pilgrimages to the
Holy Land, and at Investitures around the
globe from Malaysia to Estonia.

Nobility and Arms) in Madrid, the Kingdom of Spain.

The Royal Confraternity of Saint Teotonio is listed in the “Elenco De
Ordenes De Caballeria” 2005, and in the “Registro De Ordenes De
Caballeria Del Reino De Espaia” 2006, and in the “Catalogo De Ordenes
Extranjeras En Espafia” 2007, edited by the Academia De Genealogia,

Nobleza Y Armas Alfonso XlIl (The Alfonso XIIl Academy for Genealogy,
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Knights and Dames

tmbers of the Royal Confrete mity of Ssint Theotonius

at afunction in 2hoona, Pennsylania in zoog.

Grand Prior in the Holy Land

A HEton: agreemant betaeen the Royal Confratemity

of Saint Theotonius and the Francscans signed in the
Holy Land.

What is a Confraternity?

Today, the term Confraternity can be used to
describe many types of organizations. The
general definition being that a Confraternity
is composed of members who share the same
interests and goals. Indeed many are familiar
with strictly religious Confraternities which
may be dedicated to prayer and good works
according to a specific rule. Others may take
the form of guilds. This sometimes gives the
impression that it is improper for the
members of a Confraternity to be styled as
Knights and Dames. This is simply not correct.
When we think of Knights and Dames we
most usually conjur images of either the great
Orders of Chivalry or the Knights Bachelor.
The former were Knights bound under a rule
serving either the Crown or the Church. The
latter was a man elevated to the rank of
Knight by the Monarch. There was, however,
a third and more popular form of Knighthood
which was particularly prolific in the medieval
period. This was the Confraternity. Groups of
Knights gathered together under a Noble or
Prince to establish a company dedicated to a
specific Saint or cause to which they
dedicated their work and lives.

It is into this last category that the Royal
Confraternity of Saint Theotonius falls. It is
called “royal” because it was formed by a
Royal Prince, 4™ in line to the throne of
Portugal together with the then Bishop of Sao
Tomé & Principe. The purpose is to remember
the life and works of Saint Theotonius, and in
the process stand as defenders of Christianity
and those in need. Subsequent to the
establishment of the Royal Confraternity of
Saint Theotonius, it was granted Royal
Patronage by the Royal House of Georgia.
Currently, the Royal Confraternity enjoys the
Royal Patronage of the House of Georgia in
the second generation. The members of the
Royal Confraternity of Saint Theotonius,
called Brother Knights and Sister Dames, are
recognized by the Head of the Royal House
of Georgia as such and the many royals who

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Refer to "Knights of the Crown"” by
D’A. J. D. Boulton, The Boydell Press,
Woodbridge, 2000.

are also members of the Royal Confraternity
of Saint Theotonius consider their own
Knighthoods valid.

The Royal Confraternity of Saint Theotonius
is therfore a worldwide organization
composed of knights and dames who are
dedicated to the defense of Christianity and
those who cannot defend themselves, and the
remembrance of the life and works of Saint
Theotonius.

The Royal Confraternity of Saint Theotonius
embraces the cermonies and traditions
associated with this historic form of
knighthood including traditional offices like
Herald as well as regalia such as mantles,
insignia,  rosettes, etc. The Royal
Confraternity of Saint Theotonius also has its
own distinctive flag, banners, pipe banners,
and other traditional display and ceremonial
items.Members are admitted in a solemn
ceremony of Investiture involving a
traditional sword and which is accompanied
by a religious service presided over by the
Grand Prior.
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His Beatitude Fouad TWAL

Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem
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Blessings from the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem

Several years ago | had the distinct privilege
of meeting the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem,
His Beatitude Fouad Twal at an event in
Maryland. The Patriarch reminded me of
Saint Pope John Paul I1l. He was
extraordinarily personable and spoke with a
passion about the Christian community of the
Holy Land. Obviously this was a topic close to
his heart as in addition to his responsibility
over the Latin Patriarchate, His Beatitude is
himself a member of the Christian community
native to the Holy Land.

Over the years | have noted the courageous
voice of the Patriarch in regard to matters of
the Middle East. He is a role model for all
Christians and we are fortunate that such a
man holds this critical position of custody
over the Holiest sites of Christianity.

This year | have had several
communications from His Beatitude in which
we discussed the works of the Royal
Confraternity of Saint Theotonius in the Holy
Land and our possible future contributions.
The Patriarch has thanked us for our modest
efforts to assist with projects in the Middle

East and in particular our partnership with the
Franciscans at the Monastery of Saint
Catherine of Alexandria in Bethlehem. He is
very appreciative of our ongoing efforts and
our commitment to remain involved in
providing assistance to the Latin Patriarchate
in the Holy Land.

At my request, to provide encouragement
to our membership in this important mission,
His Beatitude has provided a photo and his
blessing upon all of us. An image of the photo
and message appears at the top of this page
along with an image of the Arms of the Latin
Patriarchate. In the words of His Beatitude, "
enclose a photograph that you requested and
extend to you and your members my
benediction and best wishes”.

The Patriarch had earlier drawn my
attention to the website of the Latin
Patriarchate which contains a section with
overviews of projects that the Latin
Patriarchate would most like to see
implemented in the Holy Lands under its
jurisdiction. His Beatitude has several times
stressed the importance of these projects to

me and | would like to see the General Priory
of the USA target one of these projects. | will
follow up with the Latin Patriarchate in the
coming months to determine if this is feasible
for our Confraternity.

His Beatitude is scheduled to retire later
this year. If this comes to pass we wish him the
very best and we will remain grateful for his
encouragement and guidance in our own
modest efforts to assist in the Holy Land.

His Beatitude was born in Madaba in the
Kingdom of Jordan and has been the Latin
Patriarch of Jerusalem and Grand Prior of the
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem since 2008.
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Sultan Charif de la Grande Comore, Luc Said Mohamed Cheikh
Head of the Royal House of the Comoro Islands

The Sultan is a staunch supporter of the
Royal Confraternity of Saint Theotonius and
he is frequently in attendance at events of our
organization.

lam pleased to announce that His Highness
was among those dignitaries who consented
to attend our scheduled investiture event in
October of 2016 in Gettysburg and Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. This marked the first occasion
that the Sultan traveled to the USA for an
event of the Confraternity and we had a
wonderful time visiting with His Highness in
the General Priory.
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The Sultan will also be visiting our brethren
in the General Priory of Canada later this year.
He is a member of our Confraternity and not
just a guest dignitary. Today the Sultan
resides in France.

The ancestral nation of the Sultan is the
Comoro Islands, which lie off the southeast
coast of Africa. Grande Comore, also known
as Ngazidja, is the largest of the islands and
contains the capital.

The country contains many interesting and
unique animals including a species of bat
discovered by the explorer David Livingstone
in 1863.

The Comoro Islands have a rich history
including contact with Europeans beginning
with the Portuguese in 1505 and the French in
1529. Islam is said to have arrived in the
islands in the 10™ century. The islands were
key in the trade routes with India throughout
the centuries.

French influence continued through the
establishment of colonial rule on Mayotte in
1841 and the establishment of a protectorate
over Grande Comore in 1886. Today, Mayotte
remains an overseas dependency of France
although the rest of the islands belong to the
sovereign nation of the Union of the
Comoros.

The Comoro Islands are a member state of
the United Nations. The population is under
800,000. The country has three official
languages which are; Comorian, Arabic, and
French.

Currently it is a republic with free and
democratic elections. It is an exotic and
interesting land with a unique and blended
culture. We are fortunate to have the Sultan
represent this culture in our Confraternity.
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The Royal House of Georgia

On the date 17th of December 2007, H.R.H.
Prince George de Bagration of Moukhrany,
Head of the Royal Family of Bagration
(Georgia), Pretender to the Throne of Georgia
and Grandmaster of the Order of the Tunic of
Our Lord became the Royal Patron of the
RCST in perpetuity and provided the
Patronage of the Royal House of Georgia to
the Confratenity. It is with great regret that
H.R.H. Prince George Bagration was called to
be with our Lord on the 16th of January 2008.
H.R.H. was succeeded as Patron of the
Confraternity by his heir and successor H.R.H.
Davit Bagrationi Mukhran Batonishvili, Prince
of Mukhrani, Prince of Kartli, Prince of
Georgia, Duke of Lasos, Pretender to the
throne of Georgia, Head of the Family Council
of the Royal House of Georgia, Sovereign
Head and Grand Master of the Order of the
Eagle of Georgia and the Seamless Tunic of
Qur Lord Jesus Christ, Grand Master of the
Order of the Holy Queen Tamara, and
Sovereign Head of the Council of the Medal of
Merit

The Bagrationis are the oldest royal dynasty
in Europe. They have been kings since the 6th
century, and ‘'kings of the Kartvels”
(Georgians) since the gth century. As
members of the branch of the Parnavazians,
their documented history began in the fourth
century B.C. Tradition has it that the
Bagrationi family is descendant from David,
King of Jews and their power established by
God. According to the historical record, the
Bagrationi family came from the ancient
historical-geographic province of Speri (now
Ispiri, in Turkey). At some point before the 5th
century, a branch of the Bagrationi family
settled in what is currently Georgia, while
another settled in Armenia and another in
Hereti. Members of this family came to power
in all the areas they settled in and governed
Georgia for centuries.

The Georgian Bagrationis came into power in
the middle of the sixth century when the
ersitavis (rulers) of Kartli elected them from
among their circle as leaders, out of “fear" of
the Persian and Byzantine conquerors. The
current Bagrationi dynasty ruled in Georgia
from the early ninth century to the beginning
of the 1gth century, thus ruling for a period of
more than ten centuries. During this time, the
most notable members of the Bagrationi
family were Davit IV "the Builder" (1089-1125)
and Saint Queen Tamar 1179-1213). These
were times in which the Georgian state
reached the peak of its splendor and power.

Georgia lost its independence in the 1gth
century, and the Bagrationis suffered the
severest of repressions. Nearly all of them had
to go into exile in Russia while others to other
countries. The members of the royal Georgian
family found refuge in science and the arts.
The King was the common bond that united
them all as the symbol of stability, belief in
the future and faith. The Russian power
structure knew that very well and, after
Georgia was annexed, the royal family of
Bagrationi had to exile themselves from the
country.

In 1995, H.R.H. Prince Giorgi Bagrationi
transferred the bodies of his grandparents -
TRH Giorgi Bagration and Helena
Sigismundovna (née Nowina Ztotnicka) - to
Georgia, accompanied by his aunt and his
cousin the Grand Duchesses Leonida
Georgiyevna  Romanova and  Maria
Vladimirovna as well as by his nephew
Czarevitch George. They were buried in the
Cathedral of Svetitskhoveli and the funeral

was officiated with state honors by HH
Patriarch Catholicos Ilia Il. On that occasion,
when President Eduard Shevarnadze received

H.R.H. Prince Giorgi Bagrationi, he said to
him, "My Lord, you are in your home. We need
the Royal Family for the unity of the country.”

H.R.H. Prince Giorgi Bagrationi was
recognized as the Head of the Royal House
and heir to the Crown of Georgia, ratified in
Georgia by the three first presidents to serve
the nation since its independence from the
Soviet Union. It was President Mikhail
Saakashvili who made the royal family's
Georgian citizenship official, providing them
with Georgian passports and identity cards
and conceding them the status of royalty on
both documents.

On November 15, 2007 — during the lifetime of
H.R.H. Prince Giorgi — His Holiness and
Beatitude Patriarch Catholicos llia Il made a
pronouncement in favor of restoring the
monarchy in Georgia. In 2005, H.R.H. Prince
Giorgi Bagrationi settled in Tbilisi, where he
resided as the rightful King Giorgi XIll until his
death on January 16, 2008. Despite two
hundred years of Russian occupation, the
royal status of the Bagrationi dynasty has
never been called into question in Georgia.

Upon the death of H.R.H. Prince Giorgi and
according to his wishes, he was succeeded in
the Grand Mastership by his third-born son,
H.R.H. Prince Davit, following the Georgian
tradition of succession, in which the monarch
or Head of the Royal House designates the
most suitable choice from among his sons.
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Charitable and Humanitarian Programs and Projects of the RCST

The
Royal Confraternity
0/ &9 Teoiggs

On July 30th, a medical supply package (valued at approximately $14,000 U.S.) was prepared by a
partnership of the Association and the Royal Confraternity of Saint Teotonlo (under the patronage of
H.R.H. Dom Migue! de Braganca, Duke of Viseu). This package, which consists of 25 electrocautery
devices for surgery, an epidural anesthesia tray, three dual lumen central line catheters, 8 Hickman
introducers, 35 vacutainers for blood draws, 36 IV peripheral line catheters with introducer needle
(starter kit), eight low-temp disposable cautery devices for emergency room/clinic use, two surgical
needle drivers for suturing, two large tissue forceps for suturing, 19 packages of suture (all grades),
25 surgical grade electrocautery devices for operating room use (boxed separately), three surgical
staplers, three endocath introducers for laparoscopy, a roto-auto suture device, and eight large boxes
of suture material including one box of gore-tex suture, has been donated by the Assoclation and
Royal Confratemity to assist the needs of the pecple of the Republic of Sao Tome y Principe. An
additional shipment of humanitarian materials from this partnership will also be sent in the next few
months, and we will report more at that time.

To this end, the Assodation is exceedingly grateful of the efforts of Chevalier Dr. Andrew 1.
Schoenfeld, GCLR, FICS, MD for his contributions and work In this endeavor.
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2016 Convent and Investiture
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The General Priory of the USA was host to
a large number of dignitaries during the 2016
event in the towns of Carlisle and Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. We were privileged to have HIH
Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie
and his wife HIH Princess Saba Kebede join us
yet again. HH Luc Said Mohamed Cheikh,
Sultan of the Comoros Islands was also
present. Visiting with us for the first time were
HRH Prince Balthazar of Bourbon-Bhopal and
his sons Prince Frederick and Prince Adrian,
all of whom were invested into the Royal
Confraternity of Saint Theotonius. The Royal
House of Bourbon-Bhopal originated with a
member of the noble French House of
Bourbon (later Royal in France) who
journeyed to India and found himself in
service of the Mughal Emperor who rewarded
him with a small Principality which was later
briefly sovereign and from which they derive
their royal status. We were also joined by very
special guest HM Lhagyari Trichen Namgyal
Wangchuk, King of Tibet. He was crowned as
such in a formal ceremony by the present
Dalai Lama when the King was but 14 years
old. His Majesty graced our Confraternity by
accepting our Grand Collar. Last but not least
we were joined by HH Prince Paul Gulgowski-
Doliwa, Duke of Schlesien-Glogau and his
wife Princess Heide.

The event began with a tour of Gettysburg
Battlefield in a shuttle bus on the 21% of

October, specially decorated with large car
magnets featuring the crowned logo of our
Confraternity. The tour was conducted by the
Baron of Adama and followed the progression
of the epic battle of the course of three days
in July of 1863. There were stops at key sites
and ample time for the guests to ask
questions and have breakout discussions as
we all improved our understanding of this
crucial part of American history.

After the tour our guests and members
returned in time to prepare for an evening
reception held at the historic Gettysburg
Hotel.

An Investiture was held at the First United

Church of Christ in Carlisle on the 22" of
October including the admission of Master
Max Hardman as Squire to the Grand Prior. In
this historic ceremony, four members of royal
houses were admitted to our Confraternity
through the General Priory of the USA. Nearly
twenty others were admitted or promoted at
this time.

The Investiture Service was followed by a
wonderful banquet at the Comfort Suites in
Carlisle that evening. The Marquis of
Casalvecchio orchestrated a marvelous
presentation including beautiful tapestries
and stonework from his museum meant to

celebrate and commemorate the various
royal houses in attendance. The tapestries
included the feature work replicating and
embellishing a design from 1668 of an
Ethiopian Imperial Arms dedicated to the late
Emperor, HM Haile Selassie |, grandfather of
HIH Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-
Selassie. We were also privileged to witness
the official presentation of a USCG
Commendation Medal presented to Dr.
Gregg Hardman, one of our members, for
saving a life.

Additional plans for fundraising activities
and our next event were discussed and
proposed. We have selected the site of our
next event to be New Orleans, Louisiana in
the year 2018. We have also approved a new
Commemorative Medal honoring Tibetans
who have given their lives for the cause of
freedom in their country. The proceeds of this
medal will benefit a monument to be built in
India for the same purpose. This will be an
ongoing project in which all members of the
RCST can participate by purchasing the medal
and supporting the effort. Details and
availability will follow.



RCST NEWSLETTER | Issue 2

The 23 of October was reserved for a
Symposium on Interfaith Matters hosted by
the Confraternity at Dickinson College in
Carlisle. Speakers and presenters included
HM the King of Tibet, who shared his
extraordinary film “My Country is Tibet” with
us. It is the story of the life of His Majesty and
that of the Tibetan people in exile. It was a
very profound and moving experience for all
who were fortunate enough to view the film
and to participate in the question and answer
period which followed a brief speech by the
King. His Majesty was followed by HIH Prince
Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie,
President of the Crown Council of Ethiopia
who spoke about his country. His Imperial
Highness pointed out some striking parallels
between the two royal houses with regard to
their treatment and experience following the
displacement of their respective dynasties. It
was an extraordinary experience to hear these
accounts directly from the men who had
these experiences.

The Sultan of Grand Comore shared his
own experiences with the audience as well.
The Sultan had a very different life experience
for himself and his dynasty, but gave a very
interesting presentation covering the history
of his country, his dynasty, and his very
interesting personal flag, whose symbolism
was explained. It was a very interesting
overview of this most interesting nation.

Our own Bishop Sloane shared his thoughts
and comments with the audience in addition
to taking the part of the moderator.

It was an interesting and informative event.
As General Prior for the USA, | included some
closing remarks after which the group
adjourned to a local Thai Restaurant in
Carlisle which was specially opened for our
members and guests by the proprietor. And
with the completion of our visit to the Thai
Restaurant so too concluded our program for
2016. It was an enjoyable event by all
measures.

The next event of the General Priory of the
USA has been tentatively set for 2018 in New
Orleans, Louisiana. The object of the
fundraising for this event has been designated
as Tibet.

HM the King has proposed a memorial to
those who have lost or given their lives in the
cause of a free Tibet. The memorial will be
constructed in India and bear the names of
those who have given their lives.

A special commemorative medal has been
approved to help raise funds for this special
project. The design is to feature the Arms of
the Royal Confraternity, the Tibetan flag, the

signature of the King, and a motto
recognizing the people of Tibet. It will follow
the structure of the Holy Land Medal and
when available will be sold to the membership
with proceeds benefitting the creation of the
permanent memorial in India.
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Our Namesake: Saint Theotonius

Saint Theotonius was born
in the village of Ganfei, in
northern Portugal around
1082. His parents, Oveco
(James) and Eugenia were both
wealthy and pius. He was
called "Theotonius", a Greek
name meaning 'godly'. His
uncle Dom Cresconio, Abbot of
the Benedictine monastery
near Tuy, was his first teacher.
When Dom Crescénio became
Bishop of Coimbra in 1092, he
brought the ten-year-old
Theotonius with him. After the
death of Bishop Crescdnio in
1098, Theotonius went to
Viseu, where his uncle named
Teodorico was Prior of the
Cathedral Chapter of Sancta
Maria. During his time of
preparation for the priesthood,
Theotonius progressed
through the minor ecclesiastic
orders with great diligence and
piety.

After being ordained a priest,
he remained at Viseu, where
his service was so well-received
that he soon was given the
charge of the entire township
as archpriest. He resigned so
he could make a journey to the
Holy Land, and upon his return,
resumed ministering in Viseu.
He was both an excellent
speaker and an advocate for
the poor. Theotonius was
asked a many times by Count
Henry and Queen Teresa, to
assume the office of bishop.

Theotonius left his parish with [

a large number of pilgrims and set out once
more to Jerusalem. After travelling for ten
weeks, the group arrived at the port of Saint
Nicholas, where they waited six weeks for
favorable winds. As they were sailing by the
Cape of Malea, they found themselves in a
storm. Three weeks after leaving Bari, they
arrived at the port of Joppa. The pilgrims
started at the tomb of Saint George, in Lydda.
From there they went to Nazareth, Mount
Tabor, and Samaria, and saw the tomb of St.
John the Baptist. Upon entering the
Jerusalem, Theotonius set himself first to see
the Cross on Mount Calvary. He also visited
the Mount of Olives and to Bethany.
Travelling to Bethlehem, the group continued

on to Capharnaum, and the Sea of Galilee.
There the pilgrimage ended, and Theotonius
and the other pilgrims from his parish
returned to Portugal. Theotonius' experience
in Holy Land resulted in both an increased
devotion to the Passion and an intention to

found a religious order

Augustinian Rule.

following the

Theotonius was a trusted advisor of
Portugal’s first king, Afonso Henriques (ruled
1139-85). The king attributed his success at
the Battle of Ourique to the prayers of
Theotonius, who was thus able to persuade
the king to release Mozarabic Christians

captured during forays into
land held by the Moors.

Although his counsel was
sought by Afonso Henriques,
Theotonius did not hesitate
to reprove the king or queen if
he thought them in the
wrong. One day, in the church
of Viseu, he preached a
sermon against co-habitation
in the presence of the
widowed queen and her lover,
Count Fernando. On another
occasion when the queen told
him to shorten the Mass, he
replied that the Mass is
offered for a sovereign
greater than she. Therefore
she could stay or go, but the
length of the Mass would
remain unchanged. He was
offered the bishopric of Viseu
and later Coimbra, but
declined, partly because he
suspected the queen was
attempting to bribe him.

Theotonius retired from his
pastoral office of prior, after
30 years of service. He then
became a hermit in solitude.
He kept with him through his
old age a shepherd's staff
which St. Bernard, the first
abbot of Clairvaux, had sent
to him as a present when he
heard of his sanctity. On
Saturday, 18 February 1166,
Theotonius died. The entire
city of Coimbra showed their
admiration for him. King
Afonso | of Portugal was
taken by such grief that he
said of him, "His soul will be in Heaven before
his body is in the tomb". During his life, St.
Theotonius was known for his humility and
piety. His cultus was approved by Benedict
XIV. His feast day is February 18.

The Royal Confraternity of Saint Theotonius,
founded the 2nd of November 2000, under
the Royal Protection of Dom Miguel de
Braganga, Duke of Viseu, Infante of Portugal,
is a secular organization of the faithful with
common ends, a group of men willingly
desiring to defend the origins and Christian
values, maintain and honor the spirit of and
remember and promote devotion to Saint
Theotonius.
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